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THE THIRTEENTH MAN.

A Sad Story of the End of a Bul~
cide Club,

Arthur Z came home from
his club late one might and sat for
quite awhile by his window. HHe was
dingly grave, but it was not that
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te effect. conmnianeite &g

be waa afraid The effects of twenty-
seven yeara of engrossing study and
the intense experiences enough for s
half dozen lives that had been crowded
into his young manhood had been sach
upon his moross nature ss to prodoce
an indifference to life. Death repre-
sented to his fgversd imsgination &
refuge sweeter than any of hiavoheppy
experiences and he snggested®it to his
friends as the best solution of the deep
mysteries of human existence, which
they had been trying so hard to un-
ravel The soggestion was caught up
eagerly aod the Suicide clud was
formed. .

There were bot nine at first. Darrie
insisted that the club Larve a member-
ship of thirteen, and asdded: ‘For
that's unusual, you know. It's o un-
locky. There's Craft, who I know
would join, and we'll have no trouble
in getting-up the others.”

Brantley said Barris was right and
mentioned his roommate, Cawthorne,
as a possible addition. Bamrie and
Brantley wera sent out to bring in
their friends and shortly came back
with them and another, Loyd Harper,
who had readily embraced thes notion:

The thirteenth man was Price Wilkie
He dropped in to speak to Barris for &
moment eod Zangwill detained him to
explain abount the iatest freak which
had taken‘the form of a snicide clah.
Willkde looked frightemad at fitst, but
Zongwill urged him.  Ile gat down to
listen and finally agreed.

It was oot bard to settle the detalls,

Zangwill's mind was wonderfolly
alert to all that was transpiring sround
bim. He leaned back in the earriage,
sick st this great show of sorrow over
something he now begun to regard as
his own work “1 wish I hadn't per-
suaded Wilkie,” he was thinking with
desperate earnestness.

The line of carriages moved soberly
along, end Zangwill noted that the few
strugglers on the sidewall stopped and
watched the procession pass with scared
faces. Gradually Miss Willie grew
more composed.

“Youn were his friend, Mr. Zangwill”
she said, brokenly. “He often wrote
to me wbout you, and when he was
here last he showed me vour picture
I want you to tell me all about it—
what you think caused it. Oh, I can't
realize that he has killed himself™

‘“Wa were closs friends ™ Zangwill
eaid, dryly. I was with him the night
hfm ”

“And did he say anything oractina
way that led you to believe that he was
going to kill himself?" she entreated,

earnestly.
Zangwill hesitated. *Oh, tell me!”
she begged. “He loved me dearly and

if it wasn't something that egme upom
him suddenly he wounld have told me.
Tell me—did ha?"

“N—nn," Zangwill stammered.

That was the bitterest day of Zang-
will's life. He remained about the
Wilkie home until noon, watching the
stream of visitors come to take a last |
look at the popular young idel, and
then, unsble to bear the sight of it
longer, he hurriedly left the hansa and
strolied into the street.

He had eapght but fleeting glimpses
of Miss Wilkle since leaving her after
the ride from the depot, bui the oc-
cesional view of her sad figure pained
him inexpressibly. From the moment
Lis eyes met hers at the depot be felt
thers was something in common be-

The thirteen students talked it ovar
and determined that every mun should
die at his own ccnvenience within the |
next sixty days.  That gave him until
November 7 to maue all necessary
Preparations, such as settling their
debis and writing 1o their (re la:lm&
But not later than that fatal date
wonld a single oneof the members live,
They shoock hands upon it solemnly.
Then, as it was growing wery late,
they parted. It was a very solemn
parting and they shool hends sgain
As they did so there was silence, each
of them refloctiag that one of the num-
ber might bs dead before they met
in.

Zangwill walked home thoughtfully.
He had sickened of life and feit ne re-
gret for the solemn compact he had en-
tesed into. He hed sentenced himself
to death and had no other thought but
that he would comply with iis tragic
lerms

tween them; she had secepted his kind
offices most readily and her manper
toward him was that of an old fricnd,
and now as he fled from the house he
knew it was becanse he conld not—un-
moved—sea her suffering.

“If I had met her before that night,”
hs 5aid to himself, “poor Wilkie would
now be alive."

He returned to the house just as the
funeral cortege was preparing to start.
Hrand Barrie rode in a esrriage with
Miss Wilkie and her father. At the
grave Barrie offered his arm to the
father, who was shivering with grief.
Miss Wilkie leaned upon Zungwill

The short exercises were harrowing
to Zangwill's feelings. The throbbing
young girl at his side, who was shalding
with uncontrollable grief, he feared
would drive him will. Each sob cut
its way into his heart.

They wera the last to leave the

Before going to bed he wrote a letter
to his brother in the west. The letter
was more affectionate than the :ane|
of his ordinary letters, but there was
un hint of his impendiog deom. Tha
latter was longer, too, and had a great |
deal to say about the hollowness of
life. Then he sank upon his bed a::d'
dropped into a dreamless slumber.

Zangwill slept late and when he
looked out the city was already astir.
He drank a cup of coffee as h;A eye ran |
mechanically over the pages of the |
morning puper. |

Suddenly the hand that held the pa- |
per began to shake violontly, his lips |
dropped apurt, his eyes stared wildly.
Five minutes laier Barrie found him |
thrown back in his chair gezing stupid-
ly upon the paper, which had fallea to
his knees, lIle pointed to the paper
helplossiy, unable to speal.

“[Have you see " he gasped, finally.
“There it is. Wilkio's kitled himself.” |

“I've read it said Barrie, coolly, |
“and I've coms to ses you about it [
bave telegraphed his father and hemayvs
we must escort the body home., PBrant-
ley's going.™ |

“T will go,"” said Zangwill

It was a solemn journey that the
three students began that afternson.
Scarcely & word was spoken on the
way.

At B—— Barrie bought an afternoon |
paper to begulie the tedious hours.
Presently he passed it to Zangwill, his
finger indicaring what he wished kim |
to read. It wosa briel four-line dis-
pateh announcing the suicide of Caw-
thorne, which had occorred a few hours
before.

Zangwill sighed. “When this is over
my turn will come,” he said. A big re-
volver in his overcoat pocket gave him
contidence.

The others slept a littis on their
seats; Zopgwill did ned He wished
the funeral was over; Le wished he was
dead already.

The train rustled into Cloverdale just
at dawn. Zangwiil :-r.nul.: his friends
out of theirsiumbers and poton his
overcoatl. Price Wilkie had besn u wmag-
petic young fellow, and many people
were waiting around the depot A tall,
pale-tinted gentieman stepped forward
anil greeted Zangwill and the others
“1 am Mr. ¥ ulcu-," he said, ©1 pre-
sume you are his friends’” His voice |
was choled with grief.

Ve
angwill.

said Taugwill, “my pame is
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sure existed in flesk and blood, and
this young woman, with ths rom
warble tint and ¥he bright eves, dewy
with tears, was she

The pallid Mr. Wilkie led them over

aud intro-

duced them Bhe was L
the sister of the dead voupg masn. l.a:-
Spoke bher und
the flower-par-

[

1
v
>
g
t

moved off to where
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8 carriase and lifted by

Zangwills arm.

' The horses plunged wviclently forward

| join you in & few minntes.”

| w arﬂ;'i;r
| Twenty-

| hands

twelve have alreads

grave. Aftera grest profusion of flow-
ers had been heaped upon the fresh
mound the father and sister still lin-
gered, weeping as if unable to leave,
Finnlly they went to the grave of*the
ill-fated young man’s mother and once
more lost themselves in a violent ebul-
lition of gricf. Zangwill and Berrie led
them tothe carriage, but Barrie did not
get in. “'Brantley and I will join you
at the depot,” he =.id to Zangwill
The carriage moved awey down the
cedar-lined wallke. It couldn't Cavebeen
& ‘minute before a sharp sonnd reached
Zangwill's ears, an interval of a sec-
ond, and then another quick report.

and Miss Willde grasped Zangwill's
arin. “*“What was that?’ she asked, in
elarm g

“Nothing,” said Zengwill, *T will
go back and sec. Drive ahead; 1 will

fie elimbed out of the carriage hasti-
v and motioned the driver ahead, but
Miss Wilkie was not to be prevented in
this fashion and she jumped out after
him. The two hurried back to Wilkie's
Erave.

Two dead bodies lay across it—those
of Lester Barric and Jack Brantiey.

Late that night Zangwill returned to
the Willde residenes, having attended
to all the details of arrarging the bod-
ies of his friends for shipment, and
having wired their relatives. He was
terribly haggard from the day's ex-
citement.

Miss Wilkie and her father wore
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argnéd that new considerations had
been brought to bear upon him and
that he was morally obligated not to
kill himself. If he could supply ths
place of the brother of whom he had
| | robbed Miss Wilkie, be bad po right to
| take his owa life

Two days later he left Cloverdale for
the west. He promised Miss Wilkis
and himself to return in & few weeks
He would come back and claim Iu-r
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Late one November afternoon, six
weeks later, Arthur Zangwill dropped
| from & train at the Cloverdale depot.

PY A GRIOIAN GIRt).
Ll pemeral Lotsen i s,

He went to the singie hotel sad ste | e Wbt ha-.

supper. In uppesrance Zangwill was W AU et N T A TR -
ten years older thun when bhe first saw | ‘““4-;:‘1';‘.?:“!":1,:;:! T Wad
Cloverdale. During the six weeks of P

his [absence he hsd been tortured Ly
the thought of his dead comrades. Hov-
eral tiloes he had been upon the vorge
of killing himself andronly restrained
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B luess Cullege, el £, DOugine, s
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to tell Miss Wilkis of his love Onea
she had promised to be his wife he
would be safe

She was glad to sea him. She had
recovered to =ome extent from the ef-
{ects of her grief sand greeted him with

WANTED-MALE HELPF,
bover thie hend e por e pet day,

comparative cheerfulness Thay talked Trades,

togetber for the first time of other A GOOD, FIPST-CLass WRITE

things than Price Wilkie's suicide. She Saten k;' nlomes, Address . b, Mason Ln.:p

evinced marked interest in the rambling | ——— - - = = sl

accounts he gave of his travels in the __Boys,

wesl, and at last, when they wers Sales

alone and he took her haod iu his, she | —— ——'" r::"ﬂ'. — -
Mesrettiimneons,

did not attempt to withdraw it

She did not seem surprised when he
{altered ont his confession of love for
her: her cheeks burned red and she
thrilled with an exquisite sepse of
pleasure. There was a little womanly
reluctance at first, but when that was
overcome by his ardent pleading, he
kissed her for the first time.

And then Price Williie and the other
snicides were quite forgotten. They
sat until near midoight enjoying their
new-found bappiness. Inasingie hour
the future had assumed rose-colored
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waiting up for him. If possible, the
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upon that of their guest.
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